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Having been immersed in the cerebration since November as to who should be presented
through this column at the outset in 2026, the quest eventually bore fruit, thanks to the release
of the movie Kalankaval, starring the iconic actor Mammootty,which ,with it's striking novelty
and thematic elegance,captivated movie buffs.

Unexpectedly, a casual conversation with someone about the movie led to the revelation that
behind this artistic venture stood a bank employee. The realization which followed sparked an
unwavering determination that the spotlight should be put first on this very artist:

Jishnu Sreekumar
Bank of Baroda
Sakthan Nagar branch
Thrissur.

Jishnu Sreekumar was born as the younger of two children unto late Mr Sreekumaran Nair, a
retired Crime Branch Inspector, and Mrs Sreeja, a homemaker, hailing from Balaramapuram in
Trivandrum. His elder sister, Mrs Parvathy Ramesh works as a Computer Science faculty at
Engineering college, Trivandrum and her husband, Ramesh serves as the District Mission
Director of Kudumbashree in Trivandrum.

Jishnu completed his schooling up to the tenth standard at Nazareth Home ICSE School in
Balaramapuram. He pursued his Plus One and Plus Two at New Higher Secondary
School,Nellimoodu,thereafter earning his B.Tech degree from Lourdes Matha College of
Engineering.

In the same year, he was selected as an officer in LIC. His first posting was in Mysuru which was
followed by a transfer to Bengaluru. Meanwhile he appeared for bank examinations and was
appointed as a Probationary Officer at Vijaya Bank.

His professional trajectory led him to posting at the Vellarada branch in Thiruvananthapuram,
followed by Kollam, Tripunithura, and Vijaya Bank’s Head Office in Bengaluru.

In 2018, he was appointed as Branch Head at Neendakara branch in Kollam. Subsequently,with
the merger of Vijaya Bank to Bank of Baroda in 2019, he got transferred to Regional Office,
Thiruvananthapuram. Since 2022, he worked at the Balaramapuram branch and thereafter at the
Thiruvananthapuram Main Branch.He is currently posted at the Shakthan Nagar branch in



Thrissur.

During his school years, his interests primarily centred around literature including participation
in story writing, poetry, essays, debates, etc. where he also won accolades.

It was during college days that he started dreaming about cinema, which he gave much focus.He
started spending more time studying films than academics, particularly international cinema.

This motivated him to approach cinema with seriousness, evaluating films and engaging in
discussions on films.

Jithin, the director of Kalankaval, was Jishnu’s college mate who together shared several dreams.

Their formal entry into cinema came through Kurup, for which they wrote the story and
screenplay. In the second project, Kalankaval, Jithin stepped into the role of director.

Prithviraj was initially identified as the protagonist of this project. During discussions ,he
expressed his readiness to produce the film and proposed Mammootty for the role of the
investigating officer. However, subsequent conversations with Mammootty revolutionized the
direction of the project. Mammootty agreed to produce the film and portray the antagonist
himself. Due to Prithviraj’s professional commitments, Vinayakan assumed the role of the
investigating officer.

The movie has achieved remarkable commercial success, collecting nearly X85 crore at the
theatres, with total revenue including OTT revenues reportedly crossing 100 crore.

Jishnu reflects on numerous moments from the shoot.

Since Mammootty’s character hails from Thiruvananthapuram,during his association with him he
felt listening to the slang used in Rajamanikyam. Jishnu guided Mammootty with regard to usage
of the slang and Mammootty absorbed the nuances pointed out by Jishnu with ease and
incorporated them into his character with finesse. According to Jishnu, Mammootty’s
exceptional vocal dexterity was astonishing.

The gesture Mammootty made on the first day of shooting by donning hats on their heads
remains etched in his memory.

One scene involves Mammootty’s character killing a man named Moni. During this sequence
Mammootty held a cigarette between his lips. Since the shot was framed from behind a car, it
was suggested that he could discard the cigarette if required. However, he resorted to an
alternative approach. Mammootty proceeded to chew and spit out a real cigarette during the act
of killing Moni-an idea conceived entirely by him.

The entire unit burst into applause once the shot concluded. Jishnu opines that the moment still
sends shivers down his spine.



Acclaimed actors like Fahadh Faasil, Dulquer Salmaan, Prithviraj, Jayasurya, Madhupal and the
directors-Martin Prakkat and Anwar Rasheed conveyed their admiration for the film.

While imparting his reflections, Jishnu was in Varanasi playing his role as the director of a Kerala
team participating in an inter-zonal drama competition organized by the bank. Amid his hectic
schedule, he set aside time to speak candidly.

Jishnu remains actively involved in union-related responsibilities. He serves as the Deputy
General Secretary of the Ernakulam Zone of AIBOC and is also an executive committee member
at the state level.

Rashmi, who studied engineering alongside Jishnu and Jithin, accompanied Jishnu’s life journey
in 2016. She stands by him through all the ups and downs in life.Rashmi is currently employed as
a Team Lead at UST Global.

Their only child, Neel Jishnu Maheshwar, is a UKG student at Chembaka School.

As the world of cinema expands day by day, we hope that Jishnu continues to deliver his artistic
pursuits that resonate with freshness for us to witness with awe. While he derives immense
satisfaction from writing stories and screenplays, donning the director’s cap remains his passion.
The Talented Bankers family extends its heartfelt wishes for Jishnu to realize all his dreams.



